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Weapon Art

\ Artist Kester Man playing Timbila Mini Timbila
N\

Mozambique Weapons Art “Man playing the Timbila”
by Cristévao Canhavato (Kester)

In cooperation with the Japan Association for the 2025 International Exposition, Inc, Shikoku
Global Network is supporting the display of the weapon art “A man playing the Timbira” and the
experience mini-timbira performance at the signature pavilion “Jellyfish Pavilion at the Playground
of Life” at EXPO 2025 in Kansai, Osaka.

The timbilla is a traditional Mozambican folk instrument said to be the prototype of the
xylophone, and was registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage in 2005.

The instrument, with its characteristic vibrations and distinctive tone, was once abandoned
during Mozambique’s civil war, but was revived by Venancio Mbande, a member of the “Chopi tribe”
who was working in a mine in South Africa.

In Mozambique, the civil war ended in 1992, but weapons remained in the hands of citizens. A
peacebuilding project called “Guns to Hoes” was initiated by a local NGO to collect weapons in
exchange for bicycles, sewing machines, and other items. Local artists cut up some of the
collected weapons so that they could never be used again, and turned them into art that appealed
for peace.

This work, “Man playing the Timbila,” was created by an artist named Kester in 2006 and is in
the collection of Shikoku Global Network (formerly known as Ehime Global Network). We hope you
can feel “life” and “revival.

A cooperating organization for the exhibition “Playground of Life: Jellyfish Pavilion”
NPO Shikoku Global Network



